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SYNERGY: 

Uniting to Progress the Field of Dance Education 
2026 NDEO National Conference 

Thursday, September 24 – Sunday, September 27, 2026 
Albuquerque Convention Center (NM) 

CALL FOR CONFERENCE SESSIONS 
Deadline for Submission: February 3, 2026 

How to Submit Online: www.ndeo.org/conf2026howtosubmit 

Dance is, at its heart, a practice in creativity, cooperation, and collaboration.  

When dance educators work together, it strengthens the entire dance ecosystem. NDEO is one of the few dance 
organizations that serves educators working in every sector of the field, and we believe in honoring the 
synergy between them. One third of our members teach or work primarily in higher education, one third of our 
members teach or work primarily in K-12 schools, and one third of our members teach or work primarily in 
dance studios, community organizations, and teaching artist programs. Regardless of where we teach, dance is 
our common denominator. When we collaborate together, we move closer to our goal of Dance Education for 
ALL.  

We invite dance educators in all sectors, genres, and career stages to apply to present sessions centered around 
this year’s theme: SYNERGY: Uniting to Progress the Field of Dance Education. Share your visions, successes, 
challenges, and works in progress. In a period of turbulence for our country and our field, we need each other 
more than ever. Now is the time to join forces and buoy each other up with support and collaboration. Join us 
next September as we convene in Albuquerque, New Mexico to progress the field of dance education. 

Below are some questions to consider as you craft your session proposal: 

• What does it look like for those in different dance environments (studios, K-12 school dance programs, 
university dance departments, community centers, etc.) to work together for the benefit of their 
students and the community? 

• How have your connections with fellow dance educators allowed you to cultivate more inclusive dance 
spaces?  

• How have you worked to include dancers with disabilities in your classes and create dance programs 
where all students can thrive? 

• How has teaching across multiple sectors strengthened your teaching?  
• How do we instill a spirit of collaboration, rather than competition, between dance studios, programs, or 

opportunities in the same community? 
• How have guest artists, teaching exchanges, and time spent outside your sector, genre, and teaching 

environment strengthened your teaching? What have you learned from dance educators in other sectors 
that have been transformational to your teaching? 

• What creative solutions have you found to integrate dancers across various age and skill levels in 
collaborative projects with other dance programs? 
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READ CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU SUBMIT 

Submission & Presenter Deadlines 
subject to change 

  
February 3, 2026 – Submissions and Fees Due 

April 1, 2026 – Expected Date for Session Acceptances 
April 15, 2026 – Acceptance Confirmation Deadline 

May 15, 2026 – Presenter Membership Deadline & AV Fees Due 
August 1, 2026 – Presenter Registration Deadline 

September 24-27, 2026 – NDEO National Conference 

Submission Procedures: 
1. Presenters: ONE “Main Contact” Presenter for each submission regardless of the number of co-presenters. 

NDEO will communicate primarily with the Main Contact, who is responsible for passing on information to 
all co-presenters. Individuals may only submit ONE session as Main Contact; however, they may be co-
presenters on other submissions. 

2. Submission Review: Submissions are reviewed by a committee of peer adjudicators from the NDEO 
membership. Presenters should expect to hear the status of their submission by April 1, 2026. To see the 
session proposal review rubric, please visit the conference website. 

3. NON-MEMBERS: Session Submission Fee: A $40 fee MUST be paid in order to submit your session proposal. 
Unpaid proposals will NOT be considered. There is no fee for current NDEO members. 

4. AV FEE: If accepted, presenters who requested LCD projectors and screens for their session must pay the $75 
AV fee by May 15, 2026. 

Presenter Requirements: 
5. NDEO Membership: All presenters must be (or become) NDEO members by May 15, 2026. Memberships 

must remain current through conference dates. 
6. All presenters must register for and attend conference. If any presenters change after session acceptance, 

contact conference@ndeo.org immediately. All presenters must register and pay the conference registration 
fee by August 1, 2026. NDEO Conference does not support virtual presentation. 

7. Plan now to attend the full conference. Due to volume of sessions and presenters, NDEO cannot guarantee 
scheduling requests. When accepting, presenters are expected to be available to present at any time 
during the conference, from 8 AM Friday 9/25 through 6 PM Sunday 9/27. 

NDEO reserves the right to cancel the session and/or remove presenters if these policies are not followed. 

If you have any questions about presenter requirements, please contact conference@ndeo.org. 

PREPARING YOUR SUBMISSION 

Below are the questions you will be asked in the session submission form. You will submit your session directly 
on the NDEO website from within your Member Dashboard. You can work within the form, save your work, and 
return as often as you’d like prior to the submission deadline. We encourage you to have an offline backup in 
case anything goes amiss with the form submission. 
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 SESSION TYPES, LENGTH, ROOM SET & AV OPTIONS 

HOW TO SUBMIT 

When you are ready to submit log into your Member Dashboard on the NDEO website. Click on Session 
Proposals in the left-hand menu and then proceed through the questions listed below. If you are having issues 
please check www.ndeo.org/conf2026howtosubmit for tips and instructions for those who do not have logins for 
the NDEO website. If you are still having trouble, email conference@ndeo.org for assistance. 

SUBMISSION QUESTIONS 

1. Topic Group: select NDEO Conference 2026 

2. Topic Category: select General Submissions 

3. Session Title: 50-character limit (Includes spaces. Titles that exceed the character limit will be cut of.) 

4. Session Description: 400-word limit. The session description should clearly communicate the content and 
experience of your session to both proposal reviewers and conference attendees. If selected, this description 
will be used in the conference app and materials to entice attendees to come to your session. Be mindful of 
being true to the nature of your session and what an attendee should expect. A common complaint we hear 
from attendees is that session descriptions do not match the session’s content. 

5. AV Needs: Please choose the audio-visual set up needed for your presentation. Speakers are offered to all 
sessions at no charge. Sessions needing LCD projection should select “LCD Projector and screen” and will 

Session Type (select one) Length of Session Room Set Options (select one) AV Options (select one)

Paper Presentation 35 minutes

• Theater seating 
• Tables & chairs 

(banquet/classroom 
style) 

• Seating in a circle

• Speakers only 
• LCD projector/

screen & speakers 
($75) 

• None needed

Movement Session 
(primarily/all movement) 70 minutes

Movement space with 
perimeter seating only

• Speakers only 
• None needed

Experiential Workshop 
(a mix of movement/ 
activity and 
presentation)

70 minutes

• Theater seating 
• Tables & chairs 

(banquet/classroom 
style) 

• Seating in a circle (no 
movement space) 

• Movement space with 
perimeter seating

• Speakers only 
• LCD projector/

screen & speakers 
($75) 

• None needed

Panel 
(must include 3+ 

panelists)
70 minutes

• Theater seating 
• Tables & chairs 

(banquet/classroom 
style) 

• Seating in a circle

• Speakers only 
• LCD projector/

screen & speakers 
($75) 

• None needed
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need to pay the $75 AV fee if selected for presentation. Please consult the Session Types table above to see 
the options available for your session type. 

6. Room Set: Choose the room set up needed for your presentation: theater seating; movement space with 
perimeter seating; tables & chairs (banquet/classroom style). Please consult the Session Types table above to 
see the options available for your session type. 

7. Presenters: If you have co-presenters on your sessions, use the +ADD NEW CO-PRESENTER button to add 
them. If they have existing NDEO accounts, you will search for and add them. If they do not, click +CREATE 
NEW RECORD to add them. 

8. Biographies for All Presenters: 200-word limit for each bio. You will input the bios directly into the proposal 
portal and may upload a word (editable) document of formatted biographies for all presenters. If you have no 
additional presenters, type in N/A. Please make sure all presenters for which you are submitting bios have 
been added as co-presenters on the session as described above. 

9. Session Type: Presenters are encouraged to save the last 10 minutes of their sessions for Q&A. Please consult 
the Session Types table above to determine the session type that best fits your content. 

10. Session Tracks: Choose up to 2 tracks that will appear on the conference schedule to guide participants as to 
the subject matter of your session. Tracks: Advocacy & Policy; Disability; History; Arts Administration; 
Neuroscience; Pedagogy; Research; Somatics; Standards & Assessments; Technology. 

11. Intended Audience: Choose up to 2 sectors for your session to guide participants as to the intended 
audience of your session. Environments: Early Childhood; Higher Education; K-12 (public or private); Dance 
Studios. If your session is not sector-specific but geared to all, please select ONLY All Environments. 

12. Dance Floor Needed: ONLY for movement sessions. Please select yes if you need a dance floor for your 
session and then explain why. Flooring is limited and sessions that clearly explain why it is needed will be 
prioritized if not all requests can be accommodated. 

PROPOSAL QUESTIONS 

You may answer these questions EITHER via the (A) written method or (B) video method described below. 

OPTION A: Written Submissions: Please answer the Proposal Questions below in writing. 

OPTION B: Video Submissions: Please submit a 3-5 minute video (via Vimeo or YouTube link) proposing your 
conference session by showing examples of the movement you will present and responding to the Proposal 
Questions. 

1. How are you approaching your topic? What concern or question led you to the development of this proposal 
and how have you organized your work? (150-word limit) 

2. How are you taking existing practice or research and applying it? (150-word limit) 
3. What will session attendees experience in your session? How can they use the knowledge presented in their 

practice, classrooms, or studios? (150-word limit)  
4. How does your proposed session address diversity, equity, inclusion, and/or access issues as they relate to 

student learning, effective teaching practices, and populations served? (400-word limit) 

Questions? Contact conference@ndeo.org 
Please do not wait until the submission deadline to contact NDEO with any questions!
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